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I have not received his answer. We have instructions to
inform his Lordship of every very precious jewel that we ob-
tain, and give him the preference as a purchaser. Neverthe-
less there is no one I could more desire to oblige than your
Lordship; your Lordship has every claim upon us, and I
should be truly glad to find these pearls in your Lordship's
possession if I could only see my way. Perhaps your
Lordship would like to look at them ? '

* Certainly, but pray do not leave me here alone with all
these treasures,' said Lothair, as Mr. Huby was quitting
the apartment.

' Oh ! my Lord, with you !'

* Yes, that is all very well; but if anything is missed
hereafter, it will always be remembered that these jewels
were in my possession, and I was alone.    I highly object
to it.'    But Mr. Euby had vanished, and did not imme-
diately reappear.    In the meantime it was impossible for
Lothair  to  move: he  was  alone  and   surrounded   with
precious  necklaces,  and  glittering   rings,  and   gorgeous
bracelets, with loose diamonds running over the counter.
It was not a kind or an amount of property that Lothair,
relinquishing the trust,  could satisfactorily  deliver  to  a
shopman.    The shopman, however honest, might be sud-
denly tempted by Satan, and take the next train to Liver-
pool.      He  felt therefore  relieved   when  Mr.   Ruby  re-
entered the room, breathless, with a velvet casket.    ' I beg
pardon, my Lord, a thousand pardons, but I thought I
would just run over to Lord Topaz, only in the square
close by.    His Lordship is at Madrid, the only city one
cannot depend  on communications   with   by   telegraph.
Spaniards strange people, very prejudiced, take all sorts of
fancies in their head.     Besides,  Lord  Topaz  has  more
pearls than he can know what to do with, and I should
'tike your Lordship to see these/ and he opened the casket.

1 Exactly what T want,' exclaimed Lothair ; c these must